
Culture Shock 
Possessions and Money 

 
What is your relationship with your “stuff”? 
 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24). 
 
Two views of money… 
 
“Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’ The he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.’ 

“And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to 
himself, “What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.” The he said, “This is what I will do. I will tear down 
my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of 
grain laid up for many years. Take like easy; eat, drink and be merry.’” But God said to him, “You fool! This very 
night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” This is how it 
will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God’” (Luke 12:13-21). 

• Transactional view 

Underlying danger: ____greed_______________ 

“Greed” – “endless pursuit of more than I need” 

 

• Relational view 

Antidote to greed: _____generosity___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• What were the earliest lessons you learned in life about money? How would you describe your 
relationship with your “stuff”? 

 
• What’s the difference between a transactional view of money and a relational view of money? 
 
• In Luke 12, Jesus argues that we need to be aware of the danger of greed. How would you define 

“greed”? What are the different forms that greed can take? 
 

• Read Luke 12:22-34. How is generosity an antidote to greed? 
 

• How does Luke 12 challenge your approach to managing your money and possessions? 
 


