
Culture Shock 
Racism 

 
How do you look at the issue of race? 
 
The Gospel and Race 

 
“When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before 
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to 
draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the 
circumcision group….When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas in front of them all, ‘You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, 
then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?’” (Galatians 2:11-12, 14) 

 
Why is “race” important? 

 
“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27) 

 
“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3) 

 
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood  
of Christ.” (Ephesians 2:13) 

 
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” 
(Revelation 7:9) 

 
The Gospel Provides 
 

• __A New Awareness___________________________ 
 

• __A New Identity___________________________ 
 
“…since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which  
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.” 
(Colossians 3:9-11) 

 
• __A Call to Action___________________________ 

 
What relationships in your life can only be explained by the Gospel? 

 
 

 

 

 



 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
• What experiences in your life have influenced your views with regard to issues of race? 
 
• Read Galatians 2:11-16. Why is Paul so forceful in addressing a racial issue in the church?  

What was at stake here? 
 

• How can the Gospel shape your perspective on race? 
 

• How is the church uniquely equipped to address issues of race? Why do you think evangelical 
churches have not always responded well to these issues? 

 
• What relationships in your life can only be explained by the Gospel? 

 


