
Invited to Thrive: Sermon on the Mount 
“Marriage and Divorce” 

Matthew 5:31-32 
 

 
Jesus on Marriage and Divorce… 

“‘It has been said, “Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.” But I tell 
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, 
and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.’” (Matthew 5:31-32) 

 
A Longer Version of Jesus’ Perspective… 

“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 
any and every reason?’” (Matthew 19:3) 

 
“If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent 
(“indecency in any matter”) about her, and he writes a certificate of divorce…” (Deuteronomy 24:1) 

 
 Rabbi Shammai: “INDECENCY in any matter” 
 
 Rabbi Hillel: “indecency in ANY MATTER” 
 

• Jesus points to ___God’s design_______________________ for marriage. 
 

• Jesus argues that the underlying problem is _“hardness of heart”_________________________. 
 

• Marriage is a place for the _gospel to be at work___________________________. 
 
o What does this mean for those who are married? 

 
 Beware of the “clogging of marital arteries.” 

 Warning signs: 
• Criticism 
• Contempt 
• Defensiveness 
• Stonewalling 

 
o What does this mean for those who are divorced? 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week: “Lust” Matthew 5:27-30 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• What life experiences have shaped your understanding of marriage and how marriage works? 
 
• In Matthew 5 and Matthew 19, Jesus addresses cultural misunderstandings about marriage and 

divorce. How would you describe God’s design for marriage? How would you describe ways in 
which our culture misunderstands that design? 

 
• What happens if we don’t take God’s design for marriage seriously? 

 
• If you are married, are there habits that sometimes block your “marital arteries”? If so, what are they? 

 
• Whether you are single or married, how can your relationship with God influence and transform your 

relationships with others? 


