
Heaven and Nature Sing 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 
“‘Hear the word of the Lord, you nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: “he who scattered Israel will 
gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.” For the Lord will deliver Jacob and redeem 
them from the hand of those stronger than they. They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; 
they will rejoice in the bounty of the Lord—the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of the 
flocks and herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. Then young 
women will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will 
give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow. I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and my people will 
be filled with my bounty,’ declares the Lord. 
 
“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel 
and with the people of Judah.…This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,’ 
declares the Lord. ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and 
they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, “Know the Lord,” 
because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,’ declares the Lord. ‘For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’” (Jeremiah 31:10-14, 31-34) 
 
  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
• How do you respond to situations in your life that “don’t go according to plan”? 
 
• “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” incorporates a theme that is found throughout Scripture—it’s the 

theme of exile. What’s the difference between being in exile and being at home?   
 
• According to the Bible, we have been designed to be in relationship with God. Therefore, when that 

relationship is lacking, we can experience exile, or a form of “homesickness.” What does this look 
like? 

 
• Read Jeremiah 31:10-14, 31-34. How does Jeremiah’s prophecy address the issue of exile? 

 
• How does knowing that Christ brings us out of exile encourage you this Christmas? 
 


