
Heaven and Nature Sing 
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing!” 

 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in  
the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.’” (Luke 2:8-14) 
 
The Story Behind the Song 
 
The Song 
 

What did Wesley hope to do with the song? 
 
“The early Methodists were led as much through Charles Wesley’s hymns as through John Wesley’s 

sermons and pamphlets.” 
 
• He was calling the congregation to worship the King of Kings. 
• He reminds the congregation of the significance of the scene in Bethlehem. 

 
The Scripture 
 

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.’”*  
(Luke 2:13-14)  *The ending also reads, “peace, good will among men.” 

 
Here’s what we see the angels doing, and we can follow their example this Christmas. 

1. Slow down and look at Jesus. 
2. Speak up and praise God. 
3. Reach out and share the news.* 

* In Christ, God was reconciling sinners (see 2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• In "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing!" what examples can you find of some of the different ways 
that Charles Wesley viewed Jesus, even as a baby? How does that encourage or challenge you? 

 
• What are your favorite names given for Jesus in the Bible? 

 
• How do you and/or your family slow down and make sure Jesus is in the center of your 

Christmas? Do you have any traditions that help with this?  
 

• In what ways do you think the Christmas season opens a special door of opportunity to share the 
love of Jesus? What might be some good conversation starters or opportunities for witnessing to 
God's goodness specifically because of Christmas? 

 
• Charles Wesley used music to share the message of Christmas. Are there any unique ways you 

could share the message of Christmas with people?  
 


