
Heaven and Nature Sing 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 
“The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.’” 
 (Luke 1:28) 
 
“But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.’” (Luke 1:30) 
 
Foundational Theme: Christmas is the story of One who __keeps his promises___________________. 
 
“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as 
they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.” 
(Luke 1:1-2) 
 
What does this mean for us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



December 18, 2016 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Discussion Questions 
 
This Sunday the sermon focus is on the carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” We often limit our 
focus on the Christmas story to the events in Bethlehem, but if your group is meeting between 
now and Christmas, we’re encouraging you to read the story of the birth of Jesus in a fuller, more 
complete way. Read the story in the following chronological manner: 
 

• Luke 1: 26-56 
• Matthew 1: 18-25 
• Luke 2: 1-20 
• Matthew 2 (entire chapter) 

 
 
 
Questions 

1. As you read the entire story, think about the context of the passages. What is the 
government like? Who are the rulers in the land? How much travel is involved in the 
story? How is God revealing His plan? 

2. As you read the passages, think about the main characters. How does Mary respond? 
Joseph? What do their responses teach us about faith in God’s message?  How do their 
actions reveal trust? 

3. After reading the passages, imagine yourself in the story. Identify the feelings that you 
think you would have experienced if this had happened to you. How do you think you 
would have responded?  

4. After reflecting on God’s word, process how you think God’s Spirit is directing you to 
respond. Are there areas in your life where you need to respond with deeper, riskier faith? 
Is God inviting you to a place of deeper trust and relinquishing control over a family 
relationship or situation at work? 

5. As you think about the passages, reflect on this phrase, “But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.” What is God asking you to treasure? To ponder? 

 
 

Even if your group isn’t meeting, we would encourage you to individually reflect on the 
above questions as you think about the birth of our Savior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


