
This Is Family 
“Character” 

 
Family: What’s the goal? 
We can parent toward a child’s: 
 
• _happiness__________________ 
• _habits__________________________ 
• _heart__________________________ 
 
“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” (Proverbs 4:23) 
 
“Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, ‘Listen to me, everyone, and understand this.  Nothing 
outside a person can defile them by going into them.  Rather, it is what comes out a person that defiles 
them.” (Mark 7:14-15) 
 
To aim for the “heart” is to focus on __character__________________________. 
 
“He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone fully mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28) 
 
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a live worthy of the calling you have received. 
(Ephesians 4:1) 
 
3 Dimensions of “calling”: 
• __love__________ 
• __purpose__________ 
• __hope__________ 
 
“Even if you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I 
became your father through the gospel.  Therefore I urge you to imitate me.  For this reason I have sent 
to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord.  He will remind you of my way of life in 
Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.” (1 Corinthians 4:15-17) 
 
Am I the __person___________ that I want my   __child_________ to become? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• What’s one lesson you learned in your family growing up? 
 
• The message discussed several different goals that parents may have in raising children.  What was 

the goal(s) of your family as you grew up? 

• If you are a parent, or a future parent, how are your goals similar to those of your family-of-origin?  
How are they different? 

• In Ephesians 4:1, Paul says “live a life worthy of your calling.”  What do you think that life looks 
like? 

 
• How can the reality of God’s “calling” impact our families? 


