
Radical 
Radical Claims about Discipleship 

Matthew 10:34-39 
 

Radical means getting to the                                       of a subject. 
 
A disciple will                                           the teacher, committed to adhering to the teachings of the other. 
 
Radical discipleship means walking with Christ completely, no matter where he takes you. 

“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of 
Discipleship) 

 
Why is Jesus a sword for the unsaved world (v. 34)? 
 
What gets in the way of following Christ completely for many people (v. 37)? 
 
Hyperbole: an exaggeration to emphasize, in order to make a point. 
 
What was the point of Jesus saying something so shocking? 

You can’t love your family (or anything else)                              than you love God and still be 
considered a disciple of Christ. 

 
Key Question: 

• When it comes to the world and God, where does your allegiance lie? 
 
Your Choice: 

• Walking away because the cost is too great; 
• Spending more quality time with Jesus and following him to make more disciples. 

 
Questions to Ponder: 

• How can I better spend time with God? 
• Who do I need to bless this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Resources: 

The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
With, Skye Jethani 

  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• Christ’s claim regarding radical discipleship demands exclusive allegiance to him. Are there things in 
your life that you have treasured more than Christ? 

 
• What does it mean for a person to be a radical disciple when it comes to the following areas? 

w Walking with Christ; 
w Making Christ’s teachings the rule of life; 
w Going where he leads, no matter where that might take you. 

 
• To take up a cross means to die to self. Are there areas in your life where you need to focus more on 

dying to self and being a radical disciple of Christ? Is there anything you need to change in order to 
put Christ first? 

 
• How can you better spend time with God? 

 
• Who do you need to bless this week with a message of good news about God? 
 

 
 

 


