
The Christmas Tree 
“An Unexpected Plan” 

Matthew 1:1-17 
 

Tension in Jesus’ family tree: 
• Women are included: 

o Tamar (v. 3) 
o Rahab (v. 5) 
o Ruth (v. 5) 
o Bathsheba (v. 6) 

• Why? 
 
Rahab: 
“I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who 
live in this country are melting in fear because of you.” (Joshua 2:9) 
 
“Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that 
vicinity came to him, crying out, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.’ Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged 
him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.’ The woman came and knelt before him. ‘Lord, help me!’ she said. He replied, ‘It is not right to 
take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.’” (Matthew 15:21-26) 
 
“‘Yes it is, Lord,’ she said. ‘Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.’ And her daughter was healed at that 
moment.” (Matthew 15:27-28) 
 
Implications: 
• Realize how you fit into Jesus’ __family tree_____________________. 
• Understand that you don’t have the __Messiah_______________ without his 

___mission___________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• Because families include very different people, tension can be part of our family experience. What 
tensions are a part of your family? 

 
• Many Jews in the first century felt compelled to separate themselves from the broader culture in order 

to maintain their purity and distinctiveness. What factors can cause us to approach life this way? If 
you are a follower of Christ, what can pull you in this direction? 

 
• As Matthew gives us the family tree of Jesus, he seems to draw connections between the story of 

Rahab (Joshua 2) and the story of the Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:21-28). As you read Matthew 
15, how do you think Jesus’ disciples viewed the Canaanite woman? How might they have been 
surprised by the outcome of that scene? 

 
• In the message, George said, “We don’t have the Messiah without his mission.” What does it look 

like for you to take that seriously? 
 

• Who is someone in your life that we can pray might receive the truth of the gospel? 


