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Dear Friends,
During the last year, we explored the magnitude of God’s grace as we went through the book of Ephesians together. 
Likewise, our study of Ecclesiastes revealed that our lives are filled with HEBEL; they can be surprising, challenging, and 
at times confusing. Yet, in the midst of that reality, we are compelled to live out our faith in the everyday experiences 
that come our way.

With that in mind, as you read these stories that are centered around our core values, be encouraged by the ways in 
which God is at work in our church community. My prayer is that you will have a deepening awareness of the fact 
that God is equipping you and mobilizing you to be a part of his ongoing mission. I’m praying that you will have new 
opportunities to be an “ambassador” for Christ during the next year.

Thank you for being part of our church family and for being a participant in what God is doing.

George Davis, Senior Pastor



Radical Dependence
The first time I went to Haiti was in October of 2014. 

I did not know a word of Creole and knew very 
little about Haiti.

I discovered firsthand just how bad the devastation from 
the 2010 earthquake was. Many children ended up in or-
phanages because their families could not afford to care 
for them anymore. Health care in Haiti is almost non-ex-
istent. Most of the citizens are malnourished and living in 
shacks; it is one of the poorest countries in the Western 
Hemisphere.

Imagine my joy when I first heard about GlobalFinger-
prints, the child sponsorship ministry of the Evangelical 
Free Church of America. In Haiti, this program is working 
to keep families together by organizing the sponsorship 
of children who are in need so that they can stay with 
their families. Local churches are handpicked that share 
the same vision as the GlobalFingerprints program, and 
these churches supply the workers that visit the families 
and help distribute resources to the children in need. 
The number one goal of these workers is to love these 
families and communicate to them how they can know 
God and his love personally through the person of Jesus 
Christ.

One of the ways that we as a church have partnered  
with GlobalFingerprints in Haiti is that many of you  
in our church have sponsored children in the program. 
An additional way that our church has partnered with 
GlobalFingerprints is that we have sent Global Ministry 
Teams to do medical check-ups for the children. Along 
with performing the regular well-child check, we also  
do malnutrition and anemia screening and provide  
Albendazole, an anti-parasitic medicine, to all the chil-
dren; parasites are a great cause of malnutrition in Haiti. 

I was able to use my skills as a nurse to provide medical 
care during these check-ups. It gave me such joy to be 
able to use the gifts and talents that God has given me to 
demonstrate his love to others. It was such a blessing to 
be a part of this ministry and to serve others. 
 
During one of my trips to Haiti, I was in the middle of a 
particularly busy day. There were about 20 children wait-

ing for me to do their check, and I was moving as  
fast as I could. I looked down at my next chart and saw 
the name Linda T. Linda is the name of the girl that my 
family sponsors through GlobalFingerprints. When I saw 
her name and then looked at her face I started to cry. 
I was so happy! This was the girl for whom I had been 
praying for months and months, and here she was sitting 
in front of me. At first, she must have thought I was crazy, 
as she does not speak English and did not know why I 
was crying. My translator then told her that she was my 
sponsored child, and she started to hug me and wouldn’t 
let go. She hugged and hugged me. It was a really sweet 
moment. 
 

To everyone who sponsors a child in Haiti, thank you. You 
are helping to care for the people of Haiti. God values all 
of us so dearly. Thanks for being a part of his hands and 
feet. Perhaps as you read this you feel a stirring of God in 
your heart and are wondering if you can go, too. It is not 
as difficult as you might think. There are several teams 
going to Haiti this year including one that I will be leading 
in October. You don’t have to have a special ability or skill, 
just a willing heart. One dear lady that came on the trip 
last October had no special medical skills, but she helped 
out where she could and even learned to run a machine 
that tests kids for anemia. If you can hug and play with a 
child or spread peanut butter on a cracker or measure the 
height and weight of a child, then you are well-qualified 
for my team. Also, the other teams are not medically relat-
ed: some do construction, others send prayer teams, and 
I’m sure that the other teams would have basic qualifica-
tions as well. Prayerfully consider what God has for you to 
bless you and others.

To learn more about Global Ministry Teams to Haiti, 
visit hersheyfree.com/haiti.

When I saw her name and then 
looked at her face I started to cry. 
I was so happy! This was the girl 
for whom I had been praying for 

months and months, and here she 
was sitting in front of me.

Danielle Shellenberger



Do Life
September 2017 was the launch of the KidStep Parent Connect Group, 

which meets the first and third Sundays of each month to create oppor-
tunities for friendship and spiritual growth. Our main goal is to provide 

opportunity for transformation, not simply passing on information. The inter-
action around the tables as we discuss what we are learning is fantastic. It is 
exciting to be growing together as we learn to walk in a manner worthy of our 
calling in Christ.
 
Allen and Tiffany Dark describe the experience this way: “KidStep Parent 
Connect has helped us connect and dive deeper with new people in our same 
life-stage. We get to fellowship together and participate in a group-based 
study that is relevant for what we’re all going through. This informal ‘come-as-
you-are’ class has enabled us to get to know people we’d otherwise just pass 
in the halls each week. It’s been a great way to make a big church feel smaller, 
and has made us better parents, too!”

This summer we are looking forward to a two-month series on the topic of 
boundaries. We invite anyone with a child in KidStep (birth through fifth 
grade) to join us!

W e joined our Live/Love/Lead Group at the end of the summer of 2016. We can say  
that even before joining, when we met with the Warrens to learn more about the 
group, they seemed so welcoming and friendly. We have felt a great connection with 

the Broomells, Maarts, and Warrens; even our children are excited to get together and connect 
with their children and everyone else. To feel and see the love of Jesus shining through our 
brothers and sisters brings joy to our lives; and what everyone brings to the table with our own 
personalities and experiences helps to give support, care, love, grace, advice, great humor, and 
acceptance of who we are and where we are in life—to go through the great things of life and the 
not-so-good moments together. Small details mean so much to us, like the Warrens sharing  
Spanish versions of books with us for our studies (Spanish is our first language), making it easier  
to understand and participate in discussion.

Now a year and a half later, we can say this has been a great  
experience doing life together, because that is what it is!

KidStep Parent Connect

The Gomez Family

Together

This past year has been challenging for us 
as a couple. We have faced some difficult 
issues in the past, but these past months 

have been exceptionally hard. There were times 
that we weren’t sure our marriage would survive, 
and even now we continue to face hurdles that 
seem daunting. In the midst of our challenges, 
we were encouraged, exhorted, and loved by our 
Live/Love/Lead Group. They walked with us with 
truth and grace, which was especially important 
at critical times when we wanted to withdraw and 
isolate ourselves. We are so grateful for a commu-
nity that showed us the deep love of Christ and 
entered the battle with us.

Anonymous



& Risk
Innovation

Avery and I moved into our neighborhood about 
two years ago, right after we got married. During 
that time, we would wave to neighbors or have 

polite conversation in passing but didn’t really get to 
know anyone personally. 

The beginning of December we decided to go to the Har-
risburg Mall to see a movie. Before the movie, we stopped 
at the food court to grab a quick bite to eat from Subway. 
When we went to check out, the manager recognized us 
as his neighbors, and gave us our meals on the house. 
We were touched by the gesture, but it made us realize 
that we didn’t know our neighbors very well because we 
didn’t recognize him. 

The week before, we had received the gift bag from 
Hershey Free that had ideas of ways to reach out to the 
community. In contemplating ways to get to know our 
neighbors, we remembered that holding a cookie ex-
change was one idea that the church suggested. 

We made flyers that we passed out through the neigh-
borhood inviting people to our home for a cookie ex-
change and meet and greet. Though only a few neigh-
bors showed up, most of them we hadn’t interacted with 
before, so it was nice to make those new connections. 

Avery and Megan DeGruchy 

Jan Calhoon

I       was blessed this past year to help a woman in her 90s take a step of faith and trust Jesus. She is the same age 
as my mom, and when I shared that my mom had passed away and is now in heaven, her response was simply 
that she didn’t believe she would make it there. I shared the truth of the gospel with her. A few days later God 

still had her on my heart and mind. I called her, and God opened her heart to believe in the saving power of Christ. 
My encouragement to you is to keep your eyes open to opportunities God is putting in front of you. You could be 
the one planting seeds that will be harvested later, or you could be the one that leads someone to Christ. Don’t be 
afraid to take risks and to share how God has changed your own life. It does make a difference.  

For many years, Hershey Free Church has partnered 
with the 193rd Special Operations Wing, a local 
military unit. One day they called me and told me 

they had about eight boxes of blankets, bed covers, and 
sheets to give us for our Compassion Ministries.

About the same time, I got another phone call from a 
woman named Deb telling me about an incident in Tent 
City, which is an area in Harrisburg where many of the 
homeless live in tents under bridges. This particular win-
ter was very cold, and one person had started a fire in his 
tent to keep warm; he burned down his own tent as well 
as several next to him. 

Within days Brad Robbins helped to collect clothing from 
our church clothing bank, Compassion Ministries bought 
additional tents and sleeping bags, and we had the eight 
boxes of blankets the military had just given us. 

This is just one example of how God’s timing provides for 
needs before the need is even evident. I have countless 
stories of how an item is donated and within minutes 
somebody calls with a need for that particular item. We 
are grateful for every donation and for the grace of God 
that answers all of our needs. 

Paul Weidensaul



Difference
Make a 

I longed to know God on a deeper 
level but didn’t know where to 
begin. I intuitively recognized 

that in order for me to begin my 
spiritual journey, I had to take that 
first, life-altering step. But what 
exactly did that step look like? I had 
lingering questions regarding what a 
life with Christ should look like, and 
sometimes I even doubted whether 
I had what it takes to be a satisfacto-
ry Christian, or whether God could 
ever really love the broken person I 
am. I had heard so many conflicting, 
and often confusing, messages from 
well-intentioned—but often mis-
guided—people over the years that I 
still wasn’t sure I was worthy of God’s 
unconditional love and forgiveness. 

Then I joined Alpha. Alpha provides a 
safe, open, honest, and judgment-free 
zone in which to explore Christianity. 
There are no prerequisites for joining 
Alpha, except that we simply come as 
we are, with open hearts and minds. I 
realized for the first time that I was not 
alone with my unanswered questions 
and lingering doubts. I met others 
who were also searching for truth and 
reassurance; some had yet to begin 

their walk with Christ. While our ori-
gins and experiences were all unique 
and we all came with different life 
stories, we were all commonly seeking 
to know more about God and Jesus 
Christ. 

Each week, we gathered together to 
share a wonderful meal, warm con-
versation, and heartfelt camaraderie. 
We watched a weekly segment from 
an enlightening video series and then 
shared our reflections and perspec-
tives, while our table leader guided 
us toward a deeper understanding 
of God’s Word, love, and purpose for 
us all. Over the ten-week period, my 
questions were finally answered and 
my doubts faded away. 

Alpha has profoundly strengthened 
my faith and deepened my relation-
ship with Jesus. I am truly blessed for 
this opportunity to fellowship with my 
new friends in the presence of God’s 
enduring love. I now have the joyous 
privilege of serving as an Alpha table 
facilitator for our church-led sessions, 
where we continue to help others 
discover the truth about our faith, 
while gently and lovingly encouraging 
them to begin a deep and enduring 
relationship with Christ. My ultimate 
hope this year is to start an Alpha 
group beyond the walls of our church 
so we can further spread the good 
news and love of Jesus to those in our 
local community.

I realized for the first 
time that I was not 

alone with my unan-
swered questions and 

lingering doubts. 

Christine Perez

Marion Harms

Social Media Spotlight

T    here’s something special about child faith. Really special. You can’t produce 
it—can’t replicate it—you can’t even teach it. You can only model your own 
faith and provide opportunities for children to go deeper with Jesus. 

For Marion, there are multiple times in KidStep that we have seen her faith 
grow. Marion stays for two services every Sunday morning—one to worship 
with her parents and brother, and one for Sunday school. In worship with her 
family, Marion has been shown what it looks like to worship corporately; and 
she soaks each piece in. This can be confirmed by watching her worship during 
Sunday school. At first glance during KidStep worship, it may seem like Marion 
is distracted by her baby doll; but if you watch closely, you’ll see that that’s far 
from the case: Marion is replicating what her parents do for her in the middle 
of worship. Just like her dad does with her, Marion holds her baby on her side 
and whispers lyrics in her ear of the songs being sung to make sure her baby 
can participate in worship … just like it’s modeled for her. She does the mo-
tions with one hand and sings out loud while helping her baby experience 
Jesus, too.

Recently, Marion was even overheard leading one of her dolls—and another of 
a neighbor friend—to the Lord, praying with them and declaring truths about 
her God. And when this later opened conversation regarding her own journey 
of Christ, she voiced her clear faith in Christ and was thoughtfully eager to take 
more steps, joining our church family in communion—an experience that has 
further deepened her meaningful engagement in worship.

If we glaze over this too quickly we might think we’re watching a cute moment of a little girl’s imagination—when 
in reality we’re watching a child’s faith grow in such a way that she’s learning what it looks like to live with Jesus and 
desire to lead others (including her babies) to do the same. We celebrate these milestones in Marion’s spiritual journey, 
and we thank God for these beautiful examples of what it looks like to have faith like a child.



Take

Taking next steps looks different for every person. We are all on a different part of this journey that we call life. 
What’s important isn’t perfection or doing what we think other people want us to do. Instead, it’s prayerfully 
following God’s leading in our lives and moving forward, sometimes one very small step at a time. 

Jodi Kirman took a next step and became a leader in CORE Student Ministries for a group of sixth grade girls. She says, 
“I have really loved every minute of working in CORE. The girls are funny, smart, goofy, serious (sometimes J), caring, 
passionate, and downright fun. It has been so neat to see them connect with each other and for me to get to know 
them so well. It has been amazing to watch them grow in their faith, work through asking some tough questions, and 
gain the courage to stand up for their faith even if it’s tough. I have been so blessed by them and my time in CORE!”

Jodi Kirman, CORE Leader

Social Media Spotlight

Next Steps
I used to just attend the service each Sunday and 

leave right afterward feeling disconnected and want-
ing more. That is when God started to work in me. 

One Sunday morning I decided to attend the Millennials 
Connect Group. I took one step, one small decision, and 
God used it for so much good. From that first step, God 
has brought some amazing people into my life—friend-
ships that have and will last throughout the years. Once 
I started connecting myself in the church, it led to many 
more opportunities to use my spiritual gifts. 

The next step I took was deciding to usher. Jay Eshle-
man, one of the lead ushers, had asked me one ran-
dom Sunday if I could help. I didn’t waste any time and 
jumped right up, ready to serve. More relationships with 
adults and leaders within the church started to grow. The 
phrase “a church family” really started to become real. 
God was at work, and I didn’t even know it.

One Sunday, I was standing in the back of the church in 
my ushering position. I noticed a young woman standing 
alone in the back of the church. I wasted no time and 
went straight up to her to introduce myself. Fast forward, 
and that woman (Megan) is now my wife, and we have 
the opportunity to serve together. The ushering team 
likes to take some credit and call themselves a dating  
service. Taking that first “next step” at Hershey Free was 
the best decision I could have ever made. It all started 
with one step. God took care of the rest.

H    aving grown up at Hershey Free Church, I had 
recently come back to the area after graduating 
from college. I had decided to make Hershey 

Free my home church again, so I wanted to get involved 

and take a step in serving where I knew God had gifted 
me. I began to volunteer my time twice each month in 
the KidStep ministry.

Not long after I began volunteering in KidStep, I was ap-
proached about ushering. This was a chance to welcome 
individuals who come to church each Sunday. I’m so glad 
I decided to do this, because I met the man I am married 
to today. We continue to usher together once a month as 
well as teach in Kidstep. What an awesome opportunity 
to serve alongside my husband and grow in our faith 
together! I couldn’t imagine what my life would look like 
if I didn’t take that next step.

The Obers
David

Megan

I took one step, one small decision, 
and God used it for so much good.



Global Ministry
2017-18 Year in Review

Hershey Free began a multi-year partnership with Glob-
al Hope Network International and the village of “KB” in 
Burkina Faso, West Africa. This village has been impacted 
by extreme poverty and reliance on handouts. Trained 
leaders have already begun to coach a small group of 
villagers in a process called Transformational Communi-
ty Development. Village committees prioritize the most 
pressing needs in the areas of water, food, wellness, ed-
ucation, and income. The committees will be coached to 
find low-cost, low-tech, locally available ways to lead their 
village to sustainable transformation. So far Hershey has 
sent two small teams to build relationships and investi-
gate additional ways to partner. ($15,000)

Over the last ten years, Larry Buckman has been setting 
up training centers in the western and northern Amazon 
regions of Brazil and Peru to train tribal youth who in turn 
have the potential to reach tribes in Brazil and Peru who 
have never heard of Jesus. GIFT funds will help cover the 
cost of training over 200 of these youth leaders. Other 
organizations will be equipping these students with solar 
powered projectors, audio Bibles, and other materials to 
help take the gospel to other ethnic groups. ($11,500)

Burkina Faso

Amazon Youth Training

GIFT, the Global Impact Fund for Transformation (formerly the Global Ministry Project Fund), was established to 
help fund specific and strategic ministry initiatives in cross-cultural contexts around the world. We specifically 
seek to use these funds to help the global workers with whom we partner. The funds are intended to help with ...

1. One-time capital projects for our foreign, or cross-cultural, missionary family;
2. Theological education and extension/Bible education for nationals;
3. Responding rapidly to opportunities. 

The breadth of the projects we’ve been able to partner in is astounding! Rejoice with us in these stories. Over 
$100,000 was directed towards these requests in 2017-18! The projects listed are a few of the funded projects.

In May 2018, Vitaly Petrov and TVSeminary staff will train a 
team from another organization to dub video courses into 
Mandarin, a language spoken by over one billion people. 
The first course to be dubbed will be “Church Planting.” 
After the China team is trained, they will be able to dub 
additional courses into Mandarin and make the courses 
available online. The goal is to see missionaries from  
China trained and sent out into the world! ($15,000)

STEP Seminary students and staff have been building 
relationships (and houses) in the adjacent Grand Ravine 
neighborhood for years. Although the area is plagued by 
gangs, there is an openness to the gospel. Recently, a fac-
ulty member and group of students have been asked to 
focus on planting a non-traditional house church in this 
neighborhood, with the desire to see long-term gospel 
transformation. GIFT funds will help provide a basic level 
of equipping and coaching for this team in order to multi-
ply the establishment of house churches. ($5,750)

Over the last ten years, the El Evangelista boat has been 
used by numerous teams to minister in over 80 villages 
along the Ucayali River in Peru, provide medical care for 
over 30,000 patients, plant 39 churches, and install about 
1,500 water filters. In addition, many pastors and church 
leaders are being trained. After these years of use, the El 
Evangelista was thoroughly inspected this past year, and 
it was determined that repairs to the hull were needed. 
($8,754)

To see a complete list of 2017-18 GIFT projects, visit hersheyfree.com/gift.

Chinese TranslationSTEP Seminary Students

El Evangelista Repairs
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LOOKING
As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to be agents of his hope and 

transformation in the world around us. As a church, we want to be obe-
dient to that call by equipping, encouraging, and engaging our body in 

opportunities to demonstrate and declare the good news of Jesus Christ to 
those in our spheres of influence. In light of this, we want to encourage you  
to engage with your community in two different ways.
 
In order to celebrate the many ways that the people of Hershey Free are 
involved in our communities, we are starting a program that we call LIFT. 
Through LIFT, financial grants will be given to organizations where people  
volunteer on a regular basis.
 
Through the IMPACT Challenge this summer, we are also encouraging people 
from Hershey Free to engage with their neighbors through practicing hospitality. 

You’ll be hearing more about both of these opportunities throughout the 
summer. I am excited about these opportunities, and I’m continuing to pray 
for each of you as God prompts you to get involved!

Dave Hyatt, Pastor for Local and Global Outreach

AHEAD



LIFT

Hershey Free Church’s mission in going beyond our 
walls has two spheres of focus. The first is our global 
focus. We have many missionaries that we support 

in countries throughout the world. We have a partner-
ship with Haiti and STEP Seminary. We are beginning to 
explore a partnership with Burkina Faso in West Africa. We 
also have GIFT (Global Impact Fund for Transformation, 
formally known as the Global Ministry Project Fund). GIFT 
is a donation-based fund that supports various global 
projects throughout the year. We highlighted several of 
these projects earlier in this Impact Report. 

We also know that one does not have to go to Africa in 
order to participate in God’s mission. Each one of us lives 
in a local community, interacts with neighbors or cashiers 
at grocery stores, and has the opportunity to serve locally 
in various ways. 

One focus for the upcoming year is what we are calling 
LIFT (Local Impact Fund for Transformation). God has 
equipped and led the people of Hershey Free Church to 
be involved in many different community organizations 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live 
for themselves but for him who died for them and 

was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)
throughout our region. It has been said that you repli-
cate what you celebrate. We want to celebrate the in-
volvement of our congregation as they serve in various 
organizations that seek the flourishing of our communi-
ties. Through sharing stories, we want to inspire others 
to do the same. 

The church is the people of God. Where individuals go 
and serve, there goes the church! Each one of you who 
serves in your community carries the gospel and the 
light of Christ with you. We want to celebrate that. We 
want to encourage you and the organizations that you 
support. We want to enable you to be agents of change. 
Our vision is for Hershey Free to be serving not just 
within the walls of the church. 

To that end, the elders of Hershey Free Church have 
established LIFT. This fund exists so that individuals can 
apply for grants to be distributed to the local non-profit 
organization in which they actively serve. Grants will 
be awarded for $500 to these organizations, if certain 
criteria are met and funds are still available. 



LIFT STORIES

I serve at Hope Within, which provides free primary health 
care for low-income, uninsured persons in our local com-
munities. It is mostly staffed by volunteers. When I retired 
I thought about looking for other ways to use my time. A 
few years later, I started to volunteer at Hope Within as a 
front desk person. There was a lot to learn, and God defi-
nitely stretched me; but he also provided for me and gave 
me the ability to learn. I often wonder what took me so 
long to follow his leading. I now feel privileged to volun-
teer with these caring and dedicated individuals as they 
counsel, care, educate, and share God’s love. I encourage 
people to extend themselves in any capacity they can 
and be ready to be blessed in return.  
 
  – Claudia Steinkamp

Each week I have the absolute privilege of serving as a 
nurse at the Beacon Clinic in Harrisburg. The clinic was 
developed to provide primary health care to the unin-
sured in our community. It is amazing how simple words 
and acts of kindness, coupled with treating people with 
dignity, allow for meaningful and sometimes spiritu-
al conversations. My eyes have been opened to many 
complicated issues, but walking with people of diverse 
cultures and backgrounds has been a gift to me. I love 
that the care provided by the Beacon Clinic is the gospel 
in action!  
 
 –  Jo Davidson

Three years ago I became a part of a church plant in 
Grantville. Hope in Christ (Esperanza En Cristo) is a 
bilingual Spanish/English church that reaches out to the 
growing, ethnically diverse community that has devel-
oped around Penn National Race Course. It has been a 
blessing to see how the Holy Spirit is working in the lives 
of believers committed to this new body of Christ. Most 
recently we have been excited to welcome four new be-
lievers and have them join us in worship and fellowship.  
 
 –  Jim Spertzel

I have been volunteering for GAiN, Global Aid Network. 
Their goal is to share the gospel while meeting people’s 
needs in crisis situations. They have sent help to 31 coun-
tries over the years by providing clothing, blankets, food, 
watering systems, seeds, medical equipment, and more, 
along with sharing the Jesus Film, the gospel message, 
and God’s love. Mount Joy is home to GAiN’s warehouse, 
where volunteers pack food, sort and pack clothing, make 
LuoPads, sew and assemble blankets (where I volunteer), 
and much more. My heart is in reaching the lost for Jesus 
and in helping those in need ... which is exactly what 
GAiN does and one of the reasons why I volunteer.  
 
 –  Judy Bojko

I have been a volunteer at Hope Within for about three 
years, serving as a receptionist for counseling services. I 
love this ministry because it truly exhibits the love of Je-
sus by providing free medical care, including testing and 
prescription drugs for those who cannot afford to be in-
sured. This is offered without discrimination towards race, 
religion, or gender. Counseling services are also offered 
at a very affordable rate based on the client’s income. The 
staff there are so warm and welcoming to their clients 
and patients, and they truly represent the unconditional 
love of Jesus.  
 
  – Susan Deaven

Social Media Spotlight

LIFT CRITERIA Q&A
• Applicant must attend Hershey 

Free regularly and consider 
Hershey Free to be their home 
church.

• Applicant must be actively serv-
ing as a volunteer in the focus 
organization. “Actively serving” is 
defined as the applicant volun-
teering on a regular, ongoing 
basis, and having given at least 
20 hours of time to the organiza-
tion in the 6-month period prior 
to the date of application. An 
individual may make up to two 
applications per fiscal year  
(July 1 to June 30).  

• The Hershey Free individual must 
complete an online application 
that includes a description of the 
organization and how he or she 
has been personally involved. 

• The organization must be a local, 
registered 501(c)3 non-profit 
that is morally positive as well 
as being Christian faith-based or 
spiritually neutral, and that seeks 
the flourishing of the geograph-
ical area of the Hershey Free 
applicant. 

• The organization must not be 
political in nature. 

• The Hershey Free applicant must 
be willing to personally deliver 
the grant to the organization.

1.  How do I apply? 
The application process is available through hfcinfo.com. Paper copies will be 
available upon request. 

2. Who reviews my application?  
Applications are reviewed by the leadership of the Beyond the Walls ministry 
at Hershey Free.  

3. How do I know if the organization fits the criteria? 
The organization must be a local, registered 501(c)3 non-profit that is mor-
ally positive, Christian faith-based or spiritually neutral, and that seeks the 
flourishing of the community of the volunteer.  If you have any questions as 
to whether the organization meets the criteria, please contact Dave Hyatt at 
dhyatt@hersheyfree.com. 

4. What if I’m not a member of Hershey Free but attend regularly?  
You do not need to be a member of Hershey Free to apply. However, we may 
ask that you discuss membership with a staff member. 

5. What if the fund is depleted before I submit my application?  
A designated amount will be set aside for this fund each year. LIFT is also a 
giving fund of the church. To donate toward LIFT, write LIFT on your check or 
offering envelope, or give online at hfcinfo.com/giving. Applications will be 
considered on a first-come, first-served basis. Once the fund is exhausted in a 
given fiscal year, no more grants will be awarded during that fiscal year.  

6. If I volunteer with an organization outside of this geographical area 
(e.g., a Habitat for Humanity Build in another state), can I still apply 
for a grant?  
No, the grant is intended to act as a catalyst to further partnership and 
involvement in an organization being used to bless our local surrounding 
community.  

7. I am paid by a non-profit organization.  Can I still apply for a grant?  
No, these funds are intended to celebrate and encourage volunteer service. 

8. Shouldn’t we want to serve without doing it for financial reasons?  
Of course!! These funds are to show you that we are with you and want to 
help bless others through you. We want to affirm those in the church who  
are serving so well in so many wonderful organizations.
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As we celebrate stories of individuals within our congregation making a 
difference in local organizations through LIFT, we also want to encour-
age every person to be intentional within their own spheres of influence. 

This past Christmas, we handed out gift bags containing several ideas of how 
to begin to intentionally interact with those around you. These bags included 
tangible items such as cookie cutters and hot chocolate packets to serve as 
prompts for you to consider inviting your friends or neighbors over for coffee 
or to share a meal together.

Jesus is the best example of what influence looks like—how to be fully 
immersed in a culture and lovingly engage those with whom you come into 
contact. Each of us is an agent of change and part of God’s story to redeem 
the world. God is at work in your life and can use you to influence the lives of 
those around you. 

Everyone can have an 
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IMPACT is an ongoing theme that we want to continue to talk about, cele-
brate, and highlight. This is not a one-time program or event. The words  
highlighted here serve as prompts. Prompts to pray for your neighbors and  
to identify with co-workers, realizing that everyone has something more  
happening in their lives than we might see. Prompts to not be afraid to tell 
your story—what you have learned and experienced can help someone else 
on their journey. And prompts to invite people over for a meal or to grab a 
cup of coffee or to take your kids to the park together. 

Over the last few weeks we have been talking about being Compelled. We live 
in a world that desperately needs to see and feel the love of Jesus. You can be 
that light in someone’s life. You can step into the mess and make a difference.IMPACT



Periodically we will highlight one way to connect within your sphere of  
influence, and we’ll use it to inspire a specific and time-based challenge. 

Our Cook-Out Summer IMPACT Challenge is all about inviting. You could invite someone over for a meal or for ice 
cream floats or lemonade by the pool. We want you to know that we support you; we have gift cards available for local 
grocery stores to help offset the cost of these inviting opportunities. Gift cards will be available on Sundays, May 20 
through June 10, in the main lobby and the green lobby. Grab a card. Invite a friend. And then tell us your story!

Our Cook-Out Summer IMPACT Challenge will end on Sunday, July 29. On that Sunday we will celebrate with food 
trucks, and we will enjoy just being together as a church family. And anyone who participated in the Cook-Out Sum-
mer IMPACT Challenge and submitted their story will be eligible for a drawing to win the grill from the lobby display!

Social Media Spotlight

COOK-OUT SUMMER   CHALLENGE



Our Prayer
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. (2 Corinthians 5:20a)

Heavenly Father, work in our lives so that we are able to represent you and present you as you really are. Thank you 
for revealing the great mystery of Jesus Christ! Please pour out your Holy Spirit on our community so that people’s 
hearts will be open to Christ. Give us courage to share Christ and consistency to live our lives in a manner that is 
worthy of the gospel. 

Fill our communities with hope and life; but use even the sad and broken times to draw people to the reality of 
your presence and our need for a savior. Amen.
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